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Cold case sexual assault investigations present 
unique challenges

- Statute of Limitations

- Victim Cooperation

- Hurdles created during the initial investigation

- Evidence Retention

- Cases span multiple jurisdictions



How do we overcome the 
challenges presented in Cold 
Case Sexual Assaults?



Demonstrate 
Empathy

➢ Utilize a victim advocate
➢ Be trauma informed
➢ Do in-person notification when 

possible



What information 
is available for 

follow-up?

➢ Is there a physical case file?
➢ Are there recorded interviews?
➢ Are the victim, witness(es), and/or 

suspect still alive/available to testify?



Investigative Hurdles

➢ Evidence retention

➢ Initial investigator(s) bias/subjective opinion

➢ Memory

➢ Victim Cooperation



“
“The prosecutor won’t charge this case”



Locate  
➢ NCIC
➢ TLO
➢ Accurint
➢ MVD
➢ Social Media (Facebook?)



Some cases might not move 
forward to prosecution as a 
result of various challenges



Serial 

Offender

• Jurisdiction?
• Buy in from all agencies involved



Experience with SAKI cases

➢ A DNA match does not determine 
consent

➢ Multiple challenging cases can equal 
a prosecutable case

➢ A fresh review may determine 
probable cause for arrest

➢ Closure to the case
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